
Muslim Voters’ Guide 2007 
 

Assalaamu-Alaikum Brothers and Sisters  

 

The Federal Election is on Saturday 24 November 2007 and it is important that every eligible Australian Muslim 
casts a valid vote. In this guide we provide some basic information that will help you make your vote count.  

 
Should Muslims Vote? 

Yes! Voting is one of the best ways to make your voice heard. Australian Muslims should contribute to positive 

change by voting responsibly. It is our duty to give our leaders sincere advice. We should support public officials 
who prove themselves trustworthy and a benefit to the nation. We should vote to remove them from public of-

fice when they do not. Bringing your Islamic values to political life supports such universal ideals as strong fami-
lies, protection of the weak, and justice for all. Our faith compels us to act in ways that benefit all people. 

 
Many reputable Muslim scholars have stated that it is commendable to vote if: 

� It is a kind of mutual cooperation ... [that] will bring benefit to the society in general and Muslims in par-

ticular (European Council of Fatwa and Research); 

� It is a way to choose the better among the available candidates (Sh Salman Al Awdah); 

� Through it good may overcome evil and justice could prevail (Sh Muhammad Al-Shinqeeti); 
� It allows the candidate who is more trustworthy and deserving to win (Sh Yusuf Al-Qaradawi); 

� It prevents a greater evil (Sh Muhammad Salih al-Munajjid). 

 

How to Vote? 

Encourage everyone you know to vote. If you are bilingual, assist those who need help understanding the voting 
process by interpreting and translating for them.  

 
On Election Day you will vote for the House of Representatives (green paper) and the Senate (white paper).  

 

Green Paper: To vote for a Member of the House of Representatives, you must write the number ‘1’ in the box 
next to the candidate who is your first choice, and the numbers ‘2’, ‘3’ and so on against all the other candidates, 

in order of your preference. You must number all boxes or your vote will not count.  
 

White paper: The Senate ballot paper has two sections. You can either vote above the line or below the line, 
but not both. 

� Above the line: you must write the number '1' in only one of the boxes above the line next to the party 

of your choice. All other boxes on the paper should be left blank.  

 OR  
� Below the line: if you wish to vote below the line, all the boxes in the bottom section of the ballot paper 

must be numbered sequentially in the order of your choice. 

 
Which party or candidate? 

We do not endorse specific parties or candidates, but urge you to check who the candidates in your electorate 
are and carefully consider what their positions are regarding the questions below:  

� Do you believe that Australian Muslims have become targets for racist attacks and discrimination under 

current policies?  

� Do you believe that the current anti-terrorism laws trespass upon natural justice and that the new pow-

ers are being exercised without effective judicial review?  
� Do you believe that religious freedom including the wearing of the Muslim hijab must be protected?  

� Do you think that the Australian troops should return from the unsanctioned war in Iraq? 

 

These and many other questions were put to the major political parties; you can read their responses at the 
AustMET website.  

 
Your vote counts especially if you live in a marginal seat (needing less than 4% to change). If you live in a safe 

seat you can choose to vote in protest of the sitting member and his/her party in order to make it marginal by 

voting for one of the minor parties. 
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Musluman Seçmenin Rehberi 2007 
 
Selamun Aleykum kardesler, 

 
Federal secimler Cumartesi 24 Kasim 2007’de olacaktir ve her Avusturalyali Musluman’in geçerli oy kullanmasi 

onemlidir. Bu rehberde oyunuzun gecerli olamasini saglamak icin sizlere gerekli bilgiler verilmistir.  

 
Muslumanlar oy vermeli mi? 

Evet! Secimler sesinizi duyurmanin en iyi metodudur. Avustralyali muslumanlar sorumlulukla oy vererek pozitif 
degisime katkida bulunmalidirlar. Liderlerimize samimi (gerekli) tavsiyelerde bulunmak bizim gorevimizdir. To-

plum yararina calisip guvenilir oldugunu kanitlayan liderlere destek vermeli, aksi takdirde davranislari kamu gore-

vinden verecegimiz oylarla uzaklastirmaliyiz. Islami degerlerimizi politik hayata tasimak evrensel kabul gormus. 
Kuvvetli aile baglari, zayifin korunmasi ve her bireye adaletli davranmak gibi idealleri desteklemektedir. Inanisimiz 

tum insaligin hayrina davranislarda bulunmaya bizi zorlamaktadir.  
 

Saygin bircok Musluman alimi asagidaki durumlarda oy vermenin ovguye deger oldugunu belirtmislerdir:  
• Iki tarafli bir isbirligidir. Oy vermek topluma ve ozellikle Muslumanlara fayda saglayacaksa. (Avrupa Fetva 

ve Arastirma Konseyi)  
• Adaylardan daha iyi olanin secmek icin bir yol ise. (Sh Salman Al Awdah); 

• Oy verme ile kotulugun ustesinden gelinebilinir ve adalet hukum surer (Sh Muhammad Al-Shinqeeti); 

• Adaylardan daha guvenilir ve kazanmayi hak edene firsat verir (Sh Yusuf Al-Qaradawi); 

• Daha buyuk kotuluguu engeller (Sh Muhammad Salih al-Munajjid). 

 

Oy nasil verilir?  

Tanidigniz herkesin oy vermesini tesvik edin. Eger iki lisan biliyorsaniz, oy kullanma esnasinda yardima ihtiyac 
duyanlarin  ceviri ve tercume yaparak yardimci olun. Secim gunu yesil kagit ile House of Representatives 

(Temsilciler Meclisi) ve beyaz kagit ile Senate (Senato) icin oy kullanacaksiniz.  
 

Yesil Kagit: House of Representatives (Temsilciler Meclisi) icin oyunuzu verirken; yesil kagittaki adaylardan ter-

cih siraniza gore en cok begendiginiz adayin yanindaki kutucuga ‘1’ ve sonra ‘2’ ‘3’ diye devam ederek ve tum 
adaylara bir numara vererek oyunuzu kullanabilirsiniz. Tum kutucuklari numaralandirmazsaniz oyunuz gecersiz 

olacaktir.   
 

Beyaz Kagit: Senato oy pusulasi (beyaz kagit) iki bolumden olusmaktadir. Ya cizginin uzerindeki ya da altindaki 

bolum icin oy kullanabilir fakat cizginin hem altina hem ustune oy kullanamazsiniz.  
• Cizginin ustu: Tercih ettiginiz partinin yanindaki kutucuga “1” yazmali diger tum kutucuklari bos birakmalis-

iniz.  

veya  
• Cizginin alti: Cizgini altindaki bolumde oy kullanmka istiyorsaniz, tercih ettiginiz partilarin yanindaki kutu-

cuklara tercih siraniza gore ‘1’ ve sonra ‘2’ ‘3’ diye devam ederek ve tum adaylara bir numara vererek 

oyunuzu kullanabilirsiniz. 

 
Hangi parti veya aday? 

Biz spesifik olarak parti veya aday desteklememekteyiz ancak size secim bolgenizde bulunan adaylari arastirman-
izi ve asagidaki sorular hakkinda takindiklari tavirlari gozden gecrimenizi tavsiye ediyoruz:  

• Mevcut politikalarla Avustralyali Muslumanlar irkci saldirilarin ve ayrimciligin hedefi haline geldigine inaniyor 

musunuz?  

• Mevcut anti-teror yasalarinin adaleti ihlal ettigine ve gerekli adli inceleme olmaksizin yeni gucler uygulan-

makta olduguna inaniyor musunuz?  
• Turban giymek dahil olmak uzere dini ozgurluklerin korunmasi gerektigine inaniyor musunuz?  

• Uluslarararasi kabul gormeyen Irak savasina katilan Avustralya birlikleri Irak’tan geri donmeli mi?  

 
AustMet websitesinde belli basli partilere sorulan bu ve benzeri sorulari ve cevaplarini okuyabilirsiniz.  

 
Oyunuz ozellikle marginal seat (yakin oylar – degisim icin %4’ten az oy farkinin gerektigi) bolgelerde onemlidir. 

Oy farkinin acik oldugu bolgelerde mevcut milletvekili ni ve/veya partisini protesto icin oy kullanmayi tercih edebi-
lirsiniz.   
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